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Abstract

Recently, academic debate on American grand strategy has seen
a renewed upsurge. In this context, it is worth studying whether the
rising anti-base sentiment in the Philippines around the signing of the
Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement and the Philippines’ loss
of control over Scarborough shoal should be attributed to Obama’s
embracing an offshore balancing strategy. This paper holds that the
demand for bases and the avoidance of security guarantees on the
part of the United States are in line with the objective of the offshore
balancing strategy. However, it is American public opinion and
information on the enemy’s preference that have more influence on
the way the U.S. handles Philippines-China confrontation in the South
China Sea. During the China-Philippines standoff on Scarborough
Shoal, the demand of the American public for tough action was low

and the information on how China would respond insufficient. As a
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result, Obama adopted the option of increasing military presence. By
contrast, facing an increasing public demand for tough action and
having more information on China’s calculations, Obama allowed an

implicit security commitment to solve the standoff on the Second
Thomas Shoal.

Keywords: Barack H. Obama, Offshore Balancing, U.S.-Philippines
Alliance, Scarborough Shoal, Second Thomas Shoal
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